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DEFINING A PLURALITY OF DATA TYPES EACH INCLUDING 

PARAMETERS 



! RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF POINT OF SALE 
OUTLETS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLC 3Y THE POINT OF 

SALE OUTLETS 




1 

VERIFYING A FORMAT OF THE D> 
OF THE DEFINE 


MA AGAINST THE PARAMETERS 
.D DATA TYPES 




r .. . 


CORRECTING ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE FORMAT OF 
THE DATA AND THE PARAMETERS OF THE DEFINED DATA TYPES 
FOR FACILITATING AN ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 



FIG. 2 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES, DISTRIBUTORS 
AND SUPPLIERS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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PROCESSING THE DATA 




336 



RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A USER FOR THE PROCESSED 

DATA 



338 



IDENTIFYING THE USER AS AT LEAST ONE OF A STORE, 
DISTRIBUTOR AND SUPPLIER 



340 



FORMATTING THE PROCESSED DATA BASED ON THE 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE USER AS AT LEAST ONE OF THE STORE, 

DISTRIBUTOR AND SUPPLIER 



FIG. 3 



400 



408 




Fig. 4 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF RESTAURANTS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE RESTAURANTS 



1 


k — — , 


GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC 
DATA FOR ORDERING A 


ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
, PLURALITY OF GOODS 



TRANSMITTING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM TO AT LEAST 
ONE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



TRACKING INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST ONE OF SAID 
STEPS FOR MANAGING THE SUPPLY CHAIN BY THE RESTAURANT 



FIG. 5 





RECEIVING DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF GOODS TO A PLURALITY OF STORES BY 
THE REGISTERED DISTRIBUTORS 




TRACKING A PERFORMANCE OF THE REGISTERED 
DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING THE DATA 
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FIG. 6 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIERS 



RECEIVING DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE SUPPLY OF GOODS TO A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS BY 
THE REGISTERED SUPPLIERS 



TRACKING A PERFORMANCE OF THE REGISTERED SUPPLIERS 

UTILIZING THE DATA 




FIG. 7 



REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS AND SUPPLIERS 
EACH IN ONE OF A PLURALITY OF MARKETPLACES, WHEREIN 
EACH MARKETPLACE INCLUDES THE SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF AT LEAST ONE OF A PLURALITY OF GOODS USED BY A 
PLURALITY OF STORES 



RECEIVING DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE DISTRIBUTION AND SUPPLY OF GOODS TO THE STORES BY 
THE REGISTERED DISTRIBUTORS AND SUPPLIERS IN EACH OF 

THE MARKETPLACES 



PARSING THE DATA BASED ON MARKETPLACES 



TRACKING A PERFORMANCE OF THE REGISTERED 
DISTRIBUTORS AND SUPPLIERS IN EACH OF THE MARKETPLACES 

UTILIZING THE DATA 



FIG. 8 



COLLECTING DATA RELATING TO A SUPPLY CHAIN 



ALLOWING THE SELECTION OF AT LEAST ONE OF A PLURALITY 
OF POINTS IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



ANALYZING THE DATA FOR THE SELECTED POINT IN THE SUPPLY 

CHAIN 



FORECASTING AT LEAST ONE ASPECT OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN AT 
THE SELECTED POINT IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN BASED ON THE 

ANALYSIS 



FIG. 9 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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IDENTIFYING A RECIPE ASSOCIATED WITH EACH OF THE GOODS 
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CALCULATING INFORMATION ON PROCESSED PRODUCTS 
REQUIRED TO PRODUCE THE GOODS BASED ON THE DATA AND 

THE RECIPE 
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OUTPUTTING THE INFORMATION ON THE PROCESSED PRODUCTS 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK FOR MANAGING THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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FORECASTING AT LEAST ONE ASPECT OF A SUPPLY CHAIN 1132 
BASED ON A FIRST SET OF DATA COLLECTED FROM A PLURALITY ) 
OF STORES OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE — ^ 
FIRST SET OF DATA RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD 

BY THE STORES 



COLLECTING A SECOND SET OF REAL-TIME DATA FROM THE 
STORES UTILIZING THE NETWORK, THE SECOND SET OF REAL- 
TIME DATA RELATING TO THE AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE 

STORES 



COMPARING THE SECOND SET OF REAL-TIME DATA AGAINST THE 

FORECASTING 



1136 
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FEEDING BACK RESULTS OF THE COMPARISON FOR 
FACILITATING SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT 



FIG. 11 
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RECEIVING HISTORICAL DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF 
A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE HISTORICAL DATA 
RELATING TO AT LEAST THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE STORES 
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PLANNING A PROMOTION BASED ON THE HISTORICAL DATA 



1334 
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COMMUNICATING THE PLANNING TO THE STORES UTILIZING THE 

NETWORK 
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FIG. 13 



RECEIVING DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE SALE OF GOODS BY A PLURALITY OF STORES IN A 
PLURALITY OF REGIONS 



TAGGING THE DATA WITH A DATE ON WHICH IT WAS COLLECTED 



T 

ORGANIZING THE DATA BY REGION AND DATES 



ASSESSING MARKET TRENDS UTILIZING THE ORGANIZED DATA 



FIG. 14 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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COLLECTING INFORMATION RELATING TO A PLURALITY OF 
VARIABLES SELECTED FROM THE GROUP CONSISTING OF 
WEATHER, COMPETITOR ACTIVITY, AND A MARKETING 

CALENDAR 
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PROCESSING THE DATA BASED ON THE INFORMATION RELATING 

TO THE VARIABLES 
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GENERATING A FORECAST OF SALES BASED ON THE 

PROCESSING 



FIG. 15 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY'THE STORES, AND BEING IN A FIRST FORMAT 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE STORES 
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SENDING THE DATA FROM THE STORES TO A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



1634 
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TRANSLATING THE DATA TO A SECOND FORMAT ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
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FIG. 16 
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RECEIVING DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
GOODS REQUIRED BY A PLURALITY OF STORES INCLUDING A 
PRODUCT IDENTIFIER PARAMETER, AND A FIRST COST 

PARAMETER 
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RECEIVING A SECOND COST PARAMETER ASSOCIATED WITH A 

FRANCHISE MARK-UP 
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CALCULATING A TOTAL COST BASED ON THE FIRST COST 
PARAMETER AND THE SECOND COST PARAMETER 
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DISPLAYING THE TOTAL COST UTILIZING THE NETWORK WITH 

TCP/IP PROTOCOL 
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FIG. 17 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF POINT OF SALE 
OUTLETS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE POINT OF 

SALE OUTLETS 
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CHECKING THE DATA FOR ERRORS 



IDENTIFYING THE ERRORS AS AT LEAST ONE SELECTED FROM 
THE GROUP CONSISTING OF POINT OF SALE SET-UP ERROR, 
POINT OF SALE ENTRY ERROR, BACK OFFICE ERROR, POLLING 
ERROR, AND MENU ITEM MAPPING ERROR 
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CORRECTING THE DATA USING THE IDENTIFICATION 
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FIG. 18 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 

OF GOODS BY THE STORES 



1934 



IDENTIFYING A TIME FRAME OF A PLURALITY OF PAST 

PROMOTIONS 
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ANALYZING THE DATA FOR EACH OF THE PAST PROMOTIONS 
UTILIZING THE ASSOCIATED TIME FRAME 



1938 



COMPARING THE ANALYSIS OF THE PAST PROMOTIONS 



FIG. 19 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA INCLUDING FIRST 
INFORMATION RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PROCESSED 
PRODUCT DISTRIBUTED TO THE STORES AND SECOND 
INFORMATION RELATING TO THE SALE OF FINISHED PRODUCT BY 

THE STORES 
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SENDING THE DATA FROM THE STORES TO A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



DETERMINING A PERCENTAGE OF COST ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE 
PROCESSED PRODUCT USING THE FIRST INFORMATION AND THE 
SECOND INFORMATION FOR USE AT THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

MANAGER 



FIG. 23 



I 





s co 

CM CD 
CO r- 00 



fO N 
00 ^ O 
CM I s - 



cn Tt oo 
o o 
cm © 



CO CD 00 
t— O LO 
^ CM CD 



^J" CD CM 

cd cd 

CO t- o> 



00 CD CD 
m h- CM 
CO t- 00 



CM CO 

«tf 1^ ^ 

CO t- CD 



O CO o 
O CD O 
CO t- CD 



CD 

o 

VI 

~>* 
CO 
TJ 

*c 

E 
£ 

3 
c 



CO 
-♦— » 
o 

3 

■a 
o 



cd 



CM CM CD 
00 N- CM 
CM v- 00 



N- CD <<- 
CD CD CM 
CM ^ CD 



tj- m o 

CO to CO 
CM 



CO to CO 
CD CO CM 
t- r- CO 



S O CM 

o cd 

CM CO 



CO CO t- 

o *r o 

CM <r- 1^ 



h- CM CO 
CM N CM 

co v- 



N CO lO 

co o o 

CM CO 



ULI 
CO 
LU 

W CO 

co (/) o 

DC CC x 

tU UJ > 

o_ a > 

0. 0. 2 

O O > 

x x 5 

5 $ > 



oSocM^o^coco^t^r 



CDCMCM^COtOlON-tnLO 

NOCM^-O^^CMCOCO 
CD 



OOCO^OCMOCO^Tt 

t— CO 



CO-t-CD^-^-TfN.CDCD 
OCO^OCM-r-'cO^f^ 
CO 



^CO0)00^OOjtf)NS 

docsi^ocviinwt^ 

^ — CM 



LOCMNNCOCqOOCMCOOO 

oi 6 c\i t- 6 coro^-^r 



T-cMcocq^CDcq^rcDcp 

v- CM 



LncMNNcocqcqojcoto 
oidcNT-dr-oofO^^ 



0)(NH)CD(ONO)000 

oddcNi^d^"©^^^" 
o 

aidcM^OT-Nco^'^ 



qcMCM^coinoqscqtD 



CO O CM 



tO CM CO CO 
CD 



2 

o 

CO 

If) 

CD 
CO 
OJ 



CpCMOlCMCMCNlCOCMpp 
CDO^^O^CDCvicOCO 



CMCMpCOCO^Cq^CMCM 

I^OCM^O^CDCMCOCO 
00 

cocMOcoco^cotqcoco 

00 

tOCM^rtOCOCOOOCDOOOO 



00 O CM 



CM CO CO 



T-cocqa>TfCDcqTfLf)in 
dooi^di-ocoTf^ 

t — CM 



E 

Q) 

o 
-»— < 

c 

CD 

> 
c 

>* 

-Q 
00 
O 
3 

■a 
o 



CD 



T3 
CD 
O 

N — 
O CO 

o c 

!.S 

CD 
Q. 
CL 
O 



c 

CD 
N 

o 

^ CD 

Co ^ 



CD 
CD 



CD 

I* 

t 

a> 
w 

CD 
CD 



05 
CL 

CO 

a) 



CD 
Q. 



3 
i 

o _ 
CO o 



-o 

^ 55 £ 

o CD a o) (ft w 
.c « o 



■a 

CD 

o 



CD 

CD O 

S2 "co 



to 
c 



u 

CD 



^ - 1 - ^ 

a] a 2 a. § 



CD 3 
i£ CD 



© O 



O 



8 

CM 
CO 



1^ 
CM 

O 
LL. 



CO 
C 
Ol 

E 



I s - 
+ 



hp 

Q 



10 
+ 
Q 



Q 



CO 

+ 
Q 



CM 
+ 



+ 



CM 

CO 
LO 
LO 



to 



CO 
r — 

CO 

5- 

CO* 

€/> 

8 
£ 



00 
00 
00 

csT 
eo 



CO 



CO 

c 

■ 

E 
ol 



CM 



CO 



/ 



O 
O 

OJ 



CM 

CO 

8 



CO 
CM 

o 
o 
o 

CO 
CM 



CO 



£ 
75 

CO 

75 

-4-* 

i2 



t£) ID N 

oo cd in 

C\J r- 00 



CO CO I s * 
^J" CM CO 



O to O 

CO CO 00 



CO o 
CM CM 



C0 CM 



I s - ^~ 
CO CM 



3 



O CO 
CM O 



CN 00 
CO <<- 



O) CM CO 
CO CO 
CM ^ 00 



CO CO ^J- 
cm 

CM i- h- 



CM 



CM O 

t- CO 



ID CD CD 
r ^ O) 
CN CO 




0) 
Q_ 
Q. 
O 



oo 

8 



LO 
CM 



CO 
CO 



o 



o 
I s - 



LO 



5 



5 

CM 



CM 
CO 
O 



o 

CO 

o 



03 

CD 
Q. 
CL 
O 



%0 


%0 


0 s 
o 


0 s - 
CO 


CO 




CO 


CO 


0 s - 

CO 


p 


3 s - 
O 


t— 


CM 




CO 


CM 



CD 

a 
c 

8 

■a 

a 
x 
LU 

u — 

O 
CD 

■g 

O 
2> 

CO 
05 

ro 
cu 



g 
X 

■D 

CD 

O 
CD 

o\ 
LU 

E 

8 
c 
ro 

I 



s? v° 

0 s - 0 s 0 s - 

CO (D S 

CD CD S 



vO 

5 s - 8 s - o 

o o q 

CO O) N 



s« 

K K £ 

o o o 

<s> ai 



vO v° 

a*" 0 s 0 s - 

o o o 

t- CO CO 



O O O 

*i xf iri 



sO vO vO 

8 s - 5 s - 8 s - 

o o o 



VP >P 

0 s - 0 s - o 
CO CO oo 



CM tf) 

co "fr 

CM CM 



0 s * 

m 



5 s - 8 s - 
CO «sf 

ai cd o 



o 

I s - 



00 



CM 
CM 



LU 
CO 
LU 
LU 
X 

o 



CO CO 

a: a: 

LU LU 

a. a. 

Q_ CL 

o o 

X X 

§ 5 



s 

LU 
CL 
Q_ 
O 
X 



CD 
CL 
CL 
O 



8 s - 

o> 

CO 



8 s - 

o 
oo 



CO 

to" 



CO 
CO 



Np 

8 s * 
CO 



8 s - 

o 



CO 
CM 



0 s - 

co 
oi 



CO 

o 



(0 

a3 

CL 
CL 

o 



2830 



GENERATING DATA AT A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
ORDERING OF GOODS REQUIRED BY THE STORES 



2832 



TAGGING THE DATA WITH A NUMERIC GOODS IDENTIFIER 
COMMON TO A PLURALITY OF DIFFERENT SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS 



2834 



COMMUNICATING THE DATA AND THE NUMERIC GOODS 
IDENTIFIER TO AT LEAST ONE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE AT 
LEAST ONE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT IS CAPABLE OF USING 
THE DATA AND THE NUMERIC GOODS IDENTIFIER FOR 
FULFILLMENT OF THE ORDER 
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FIG. 28 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES, DISTRIBUTORS 
AND SUPPLIERS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



2932 



2934 



SAMPLING THE DATA 



2936 



GENERATING SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS BASED ON THE 

SAMPLING 



UTILIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS FOR AT LEAST ONE OF 
DEMAND FORECASTING, ADVANCE PLANNING, AND VOLUME 
TRACKING IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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FIG. 29 
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3730 



IDENTIFYING DATA ASSOCIATED WITH A PROMOTION, THE DATA 
INCLUDING PROMOTION ITEM INFORMATION, LOCATION 
INFORMATION, AND DURATION INFORMATION 



3732 



CALCULATING A PROJECTED DAILY USAGE OF THE PROMOTION 
ITEM FOR A PLURALITY OF LOCATIONS BASED ON THE DATA 



3734 



OUTPUTTING THE PROJECTED DAILY USAGE OF THE PROMOTION 
ITEM UTILIZING A NETWORK WITH TCP/IP PROTOCOL 



3736 



FIG. 37 



3830 



COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 

OF GOODS BY THE STORES 



ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE DATA 
FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS 
OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN, THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS 
REQUESTING A CONFIRMATION OF THE RECEIPT OF THE 
ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS 



DETERMINING WHETHER THE CONFIRMATION OF THE RECEIPT 
OF THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS IS RECEIVED FROM THE 

DISTRIBUTORS 



GENERATING AN ALERT UPON IT BEING DETERMINED THAT THE 
CONFIRMATION OF THE RECEIPT OF THE ELECTRONIC ORDER 
FORMS WAS NOT FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS 



FIG. 38 



3930 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



ALLOWING A USER TO ACCESS THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



IDENTIFYING THE USER ACCESSING THE NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 



ADVERTISING TO THE USER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

IDENTIFICATION 



FIG. 39 



4030 



4032 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4034 



ALLOWING A SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO ACCESS THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



ANALYZING THE DATA BEING ACCESSED BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANT 



4036 



s 5 ^ 



ADVERTISING TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE ANALYSIS 



4038 



FIG. 40 



4130 



4132 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4134 



ALLOWING A USER TO ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A 
NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



r "a 



Mi 

"KJ. 



OFFERING TO SELL THE USER PRODUCTS FROM A THIRD PARTY 
THAT ARE RELATED TO THE STORE UTILIZING THE NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



4136 



CHARGING THE THIRD PARTY A FEE BASED ON A NUMBER OF 
THE PRODUCTS SOLD TO THE USER UTILIZING THE NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



4138 



FIG. 41 



4230 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4232 

J 



4234 



ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF USERS TO ACCESS THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



1 

IDENTIFYING THE USERS UPON > 
THE NETWORK-B, 


f 

ACCESSING THE DATA UTILIZING 
USED INTERFACE 






CHARGING THE USERS A FEE BASED ON A NUMBER OF TIMES 
THE USERS ACCESS THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 



FIG. 42 



4330 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4332 



ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF USERS TO ACCESS TO THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



4334 



DISPLAYING A PLURALITY OF GOODS TO THE USERS ACCESSING 
THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



4336 



ALLOWING THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS ON THE GOODS FROM THE 
USERS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



4338 



FIG. 43A 



4350 



4352 



APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE 
SUPPLY CHAIN COMMODITY ON BEHALF OF THE AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 




ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE 

COMMODITY, WHEREIN EACH PURCHASE AGREEMENT IS 
BETWEEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON BEHALF OF THE AT 
LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND A SELLING 

SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



PERIODICALLY ANALYZING COMMODITY MARKET PRICE 
INFORMATION INCLUDING INFORMATION DERIVED FROM AN 
INTEGRATED SUPPLY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING 
AN EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 




ESTABLISHING, BY THE AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT, 
A CONTRACT PRICE DEPENDING UPON THE EFFECTIVE PRICE 

FOR THE COMMODITY IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE A 
DETERMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 

HAS BEEN MADE 



FIG. 43B 



4370 



3 i ; 



APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR A BUYING SUPPLY 

CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE SUPPLY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN A SELLING SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON 
BEHALF OF THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



ENTERING INTO THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT, WHEREIN THE 

SUPPLY AGREEMENT HAS PROVISIONS INCLUDING I) 
ESTABLISHING A CONTRACT PRICE FOR THE GOOD, AND II) 
REQUIRING THE SELLING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO BILL 
THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AT AN INVOICE PRICE 
TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 



ESTABLISHING AN INVOICE PRICE FOR THE GOOD AT VARIOUS 
TIMES DURING THE TERM OF THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT 



FIG. 43C 



4386 



APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



AUTHORIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE 
SUPPLY AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE GOOD ON BEHALF OF 
THE AT LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLY AGREEMENT FOR THE AT 

LEAST ONE GOOD, WHEREIN PROVISIONS OF THE SUPPLY 
AGREEMENT INCLUDE: (I) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL 

BE BASED UPON FACTORS INCLUDING AN ACTUAL MARKET 
PRICE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

MANAGER HAS NOT ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION 
PRICE; AND (II) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL BE BASED 
UPON FACTORS INCLUDING A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE OF 
AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
HAS ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 



PERIODICALLY ESTABLISHING THROUGH THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 



FIG. 43D 




FIG. 44 



4630 

v. 



TRANSMITTING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE SUPPLIER 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4632 



4634 



SENDING GROSS PURCHASE DATA FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS TO 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



1 

COMMUNICATING DAILY SALES C 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CH-« 

NETV 


r 

)ATA FROM THE STORES TO THE 
riN MANAGER UTILIZING THE 
/ORK 




' , 


TRANSMITTING TOTAL MENU ITEM SALES DATA FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



FIG. 46 



4730 



TRANSMITTING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE SUPPLIER 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4732 



SENDING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



COMMUNICATING DAILY SALES DATA FROM THE STORES TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE 

NETWORK 



TRANSMITTING DAILY SALES DATA FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE DAILY SALES DATA IS 
ORGANIZED BASED ON THE STORES FROM WHICH THE DAILY 

SALES DATA ORIGINATED 



FIG. 47 



ALLOWING A USER TO LINK TO A PLURALITY OF RESTAURANT 
INTERFACES INCLUDING INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST 

ONE DISTRIBUTOR 



DISPLAYING AT LEAST ONE DISTRIBUTOR LINK ON EACH 
RESTAURANT INTERFACE, EACH DISTRIBUTOR LINK CAPABLE OF 
LINKING TO A DISTRIBUTOR INTERFACE INCLUDING 
INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLIER 



DEPICTING AT LEAST ONE SUPPLIER LINK ON EACH DISTRIBUTOR 
INTERFACE, EACH SUPPLIER LINK CAPABLE OF LINKING TO A 

SUPPLIER INTERFACE 



FIG. 48 
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5130 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 



5132 



5134 



AGGREGATING THE DATA IN A DATABASE 



5136 



RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A SUPPLIER, THE REQUEST 
INCLUDING A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIER PARAMETERS 



5138 



EXTRACTING INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE RELEVANT TO 
THE SUPPLIER PARAMETERS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 



5140 



TRANSMITTING THE INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE TO THE 
SUPPLIER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



5142 



ADJUSTING A SUPPLY OF RAW MATERIALS FROM WHICH THE 
GOODS ARE PRODUCED BASED ON THE INFORMATION 



FIG. 51 



5230 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 



5232 



5234 



AGGREGATING THE DATA IN A DATABASE 



3'- 



RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A DISTRIBUTOR, THE REQUEST 
INCLUDING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTOR PARAMETERS 



5236 



I- r-3 



EXTRACTING INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE RELEVANT TO 
THE DISTRIBUTOR PARAMETERS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 



5238 



TRANSMITTING THE INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE TO THE 
DISTRIBUTOR UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



5240 



5242 



ADJUSTING AN AMOUNT OF RAW MATERIALS PURCHASED IN 
CORRELATION TO THE PRODUCTION OF THE GOODS BASED ON 

THE INFORMATION 



FIG. 52 
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5730 



5732 



REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF STORES, DISTRIBUTORS AND 
SUPPLIERS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE INTERNET 



ASSIGNING EACH OF THE STORES, DISTRIBUTORS AND 
SUPPLIERS AN IDENTIFIER 



5734 



RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A USER FOR ACCESS TO A 
DATABASE UTILIZING A FIRST WEB-PAGE, WHEREIN THE 
REQUEST INCLUDES AN IDENTIFIER 



5736 



IDENTIFYING THE USER AS AT LEAST ONE OF A STORE, 
DISTRIBUTOR AND SUPPLIER USING THE IDENTIFIER 



5738 



DISPLAYING A SECOND WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS IDENTIFIED AS 
A STORE, A THIRD WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS IDENTIFIED AS A 
DISTRIBUTOR, AND A FOURTH WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS 
IDENTIFIED AS A SUPPLIER 



5740 



FIG. 57 



5930 



5932 



SENDING A DISTRIBUTOR AN ORDER FOR GOODS FROM A 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT UTILIZING A NETWORK 



5934 



TRACKING THE GOODS UTILIZING A BAR CODE 



5936 



STORING RESULTS OF THE TRACKING IN A DATABASE 



ALLOWING THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO ACCESS THE 
RESULTS OF THE TRACKING UTILIZING A NETWORK WITH TCP/IP 

PROTOCOL 



5938 



FIG. 59 
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6102 
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6100 
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6104 



Supply Chain 
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Fig. 61 



6230 



RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN 



RECEIVING SUPPLIER INFORMATION FROM A MANAGEMENT 
HEADQUARTERS UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE 
SUPPLIER INFORMATION INCLUDES A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIERS 
SELECTED TO SUPPLY THE STORE WITH THE GOODS 



USING THE SUPPLIER INFORMATION TO TRANSMIT THE 
ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM TO THE SELECTED SUPPLIERS OF 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



FIG. 62 
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6430 



6432 



COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 

CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



DISPLAYING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR ALLOWING 

ACCESS TO THE DATA 



64.34 



'•a 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR 
ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN, 
THE ELECTRONIC ORDER INCLUDING A CONTACT WITH TERMS 
OF A DELIVERY OF THE GOODS 



6436 



TRACKING INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
DELIVERY OF THE GOODS AND COSTS OF THE GOODS UTILIZING 

THE NETWORK 



6438 



COMPARING THE TRACKED INFORMATION WITH THE TERMS OF 

THE CONTRACT 



6440 



FIG. 64 



RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE DATA 
FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS 

OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE 
DISTRIBUTORS SO THAT THE GOODS ARE DELIVERED TO THE 

STORES 



COMPARING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS FOR EACH OF THE 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR MONITORING THE RELIANCE OF THE AT 
LEAST ONE STORE ON EACH DISTRIBUTOR 



FIG. 65 



6630 



RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 



6632 
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APPLIANCES DISTRIBUTOR OF THE ELECTRONICS AND 
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SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE DATA 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF TRANSPORTATION 
EQUIPMENT OUTLETS OF A TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO 
THE SALE OF TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT BY THE 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT OUTLETS 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT FROM A 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT SUPPLY CHAIN 
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DISTRIBUTOR OF THE TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO A TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 
SUPPLIER OF THE TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT SUPPLY CHAIN 

UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE DATA 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF HOME PRODUCT 
OUTLETS OF A HOME PRODUCT SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A 
NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF HOME 
PRODUCTS BY THE HOME PRODUCT OUTLETS 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
OUTLETS OF A FOOD AND BEVERAGE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A 
NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF FOOD AND 
BEVERAGES BY THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE OUTLETS 
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CHAIN 



9734 



TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE SUPPLY CHAIN 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO A FOOD AND BEVERAGE SUPPLIER 
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CHAIN UTILIZING THE DATA 



9740 



FIG. 97 



9830 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF MACHINERY OUTLETS 
OF A MACHINERY SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE 
DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF MACHINERY BY THE 
MACHINERY OUTLETS 
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THE MACHINERY SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SPORTING GOODS 
OUTLETS OF A SPORTING GOODS SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A 
NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF SPORTING 
GOODS BY THE SPORTING GOODS OUTLETS 
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DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SPORTING GOODS SUPPLY CHAIN 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



9938 



TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO A SPORTING GOODS SUPPLIER OF 
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OUTLETS OF A DEPARTMENT STORE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A 
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OF A GAS STATION SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE 
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SUPPLY CHAIN 
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TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO A GAS STATION SUPPLIER OF THE 
GAS STATION SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



10338 



FORECASTING ACTIVITY IN THE GAS STATION SUPPLY CHAIN 

UTILIZING THE DATA 




FIG. 103 



10430 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF CONVENIENCE STORE 
OUTLETS OF AN CONVENIENCE STORE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING 
A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF 
CONVENIENCE STORE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES BY THE 
CONVENIENCE STORE OUTLETS 
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OUTLETS OF AN ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA SUPPLY CHAIN 
UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF 
ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA BY THE ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA 

OUTLETS 
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MEDIA SUPPLY CHAIN 



10534 



TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO THE ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA SUPPLY CHAIN 
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UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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PARSING THE TERMS INTO AT LEAST A PAIR OF GROUPS 
INCLUDING A FIRST GROUP OF TERMS INCLUDING 

COMMERCIAL TERMS AND A SECOND GROUP OF TERMS 
INCLUDING BRAND IDENTITY TERMS, EACH OF THE TERMS 
OUTLINING A RESPONSIBILITY 



ALLOCATING THE RESPONSIBILITIES AMONG THE PARTIES 

BASED ON THE PARSING 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, 
THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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DETERMINING PRODUCT SUPPLY PARAMETERS 
CORRESPONDING TO EACH SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
BASED ON INFORMATION INCLUDING THE DATA 
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COMMUNICATING CORRESPONDING PRODUCT SUPPLY 
PARAMETERS TO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANT 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE SUPPLY 

CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 



DETERMINING RULES TO ENSURE THE INCURRENCE OF 
MINIMAL COSTS TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 



APPLYING THE RULES TO ENSURE SUPPLY TO THE SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANTS AT MINIMAL COST WITHOUT 
REQUIRING THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO TAKE TITLE 

TO ANY GOODS 
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SELECTING ONE OF A PLURALITY OF CONTRACTS 



TRANSMITTING THE SELECTED CONTRACT TEMPLATE TO A 

SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF PRODUCTS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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ENFORCING THE CONTRACT TEMPLATES IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE DATA 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN 
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ASSIGNING DISTRIBUTION MANAGEMENT RIGHTS TO A 

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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MANAGING THE USE OF THE DATA DURING THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRODUCTS TO THE OUTLETS BY THE 
DISTRIBUTORS, WHEREIN THE MANAGING IS HANDLED BY 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN 



ORGANIZING AND ASSIGNING, THROUGH A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER, A LOCAL DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE FOR EACH 

DISTRIBUTOR 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO EACH OF THE DISTRIBUTORS 
VIA THE CORRESPONDING LOCAL DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE STORES 
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GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF 
DISTRIBUTORS OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE 
DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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RECEIVING INVOICES FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING 

THE NETWORK 



11510 



CALCULATING A PRICE FOR THE GOODS UTILIZING THE 
ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS AND THE INVOICES 
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AUDITING THE PRICE 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR A SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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TRACKING A PERFORMANCE OF THE DELIVERY OF THE 
GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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AUDITING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE DELIVERY OF THE 
GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE OUTLETS 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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PROCESSING THE DATA 



SENDING THE PROCESSED DATA TO AT LEAST ONE OF A 
SUPPLIER, A DISTRIBUTOR AND THE OUTLETS IN THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING ELECTRONIC MAIL TRANSMITTED 

OVER THE NETWORK 
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NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT WITH A SUPPLIER OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN THAT SETS A FIRST PRICE FOR A 
PREDETERMINED PRODUCT 
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ORDERING THE PREDETERMINED PRODUCT FROM THE 
SUPPLIER BY A PURCHASING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS 



RECEIVING AN INVOICE FROM THE SUPPLIER BY THE 
PURCHASING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT, WHEREIN THE 

INVOICE REFLECTS A SECOND PRICE FOR THE 
PREDETERMINED PRODUCT WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM 

THE FIRST PRICE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 



DETERMINING A MAXIMUM ACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF LOSS 



TRANSLATING THE MAXIMUM ACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF 
LOSS TO ACCEPTABLE ORDERING STANDARDS 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA AND THE ACCEPTABLE ORDERING STANDARDS 
FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN, WHEREIN THE ELECTRONIC ORDER 
FORMS INDICATE AN AMOUNT OF THE PRODUCTS 
ORDERED BY EACH OUTLET 



TRACKING AN AMOUNT AND A LOCATION OF THE 
PRODUCTS UTILIZING THE DATA AND THE FORMS 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 
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MAKING THE DATA ACCESSIBLE TO THE OUTLETS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, AND SUPPLIERS UTILIZING A NETWORK 

BASED INTERFACE 
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AUCTIONING SURPLUS PRODUCTS FROM AT LEAST ONE OF 
THE OUTLETS UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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PROVIDING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE EQUIPPED TO HANDLE SECURE 
SOCKETS LAYER (SSL) PROTOCOL 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



FIG. 123 



12400 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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GENERATING A CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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* ^^££Se&&*»? ;j 5000 " ' ' ' "r^ii^^^ / • : ; f v-j 

, Cases Per Pallet y. &tyP^~>3& i£ *' 
Universal {Product Code: | 




Case Width: f^f. 
Case Depth: iV^x?;J 
Case Dimension UM NCljte(S} 



; Cases Per Trackloacfc , '. jjl 350 
Het Weight: 
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Gross Weight: 



^9.00 
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Item Shelf Life: 
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BarCode; 
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Site Information 
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DEFINING A PLURALITY OF ITEMS UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL 

USER INTERFACE 



SELECTING A SUPPLIER SITE FROM A SET UTILIZING THE 

GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, THE SET OF SUPPLIER 
SITES BEING DETERMINED BASED ON THE DEFINITION OF 

THE ITEMS 



13304 



DETERMINING A DISTRIBUTION CENTER UTILIZING THE 
GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, THE DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
BEING DESIGNATED TO INTERFACE WITH THE SUPPLIER 
SITE FOR DISTRIBUTION OF THE ITEMS 
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IDENTIFYING AT LEAST ONE ITEM TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



14404 



ASSOCIATING A COST MODEL WITH THE ITEM UTILIZING 
THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



DETERMINING A TIME FRAME DURING WHICH THE COST 

MODEL IS VALID UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER 
INTERFACE, WHEREIN THE COST MODEL IDENTIFIES A 
CONTRACT COST, AN INVOICE COST, AND A LANDED COST 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ITEM 
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Contract Start Date: ) 05/1 5/98 
Contract Bid jfttefe ft 2/31 /02 



Execution Date: 
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|Shipment Date jj 



Payment Terms: 



Net 10 
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Select the End Dates to Use on the Exhibit 
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IDENTIFYING A CONTRACT UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 
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ASSOCIATING THE CONTRACT WITH AN ITEM TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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PREVENTING THE ITEM FROM BEING ASSOCIATED WITH 
MORE THAN ONE CONTRACT 
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Proposal - Foam Hot Cups & Polystyrene Lids 
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Proposal - Foam Hot Cups & Polystyrene Lids 
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Select The Appropriate FOB Price Comparer* V^prksheej for Each Item 
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DISPLAYING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE IN RESPONSE 
TO A REQUEST TO CREATE A BID PROPOSAL 



RECEIVING INFORMATION UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 



GENERATING A BID PROPOSAL USING THE INFORMATION, 
WHEREIN THE INFORMATION IS SELECTED FROM THE 
GROUP CONSISTING OF A BUYER NAME, A DUE DATE, A 
CONTRACT BEGIN DATE, AND A CONTRACT END DATE 
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IDENTIFYING A PROPOSAL UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 
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INDICATING A PLURALITY OF COMPONENTS OF THE 
PROPOSAL UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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ALLOWING THE SELECTION OF THE COMPONENTS 
UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



CREATING A PROPOSAL UTILIZING THE SELECTED 

COMPONENTS 
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SELECTING BETWEEN A PLURALITY OF OPTIONS UTILIZING 
A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, EACH OPTION 
CORRESPONDING TO A SEPARATE TECHNIQUE OF 
CREATING AN ANALYSIS 
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GENERATING A NEW ANALYSIS UPON THE SELECTION OF A 

FIRST OF THE OPTIONS 
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EDITING A PREVIOUS ANALYSIS UPON THE SELECTION OF 

A SECOND OF THE OPTIONS 



INTEGRATING A BID PROPOSAL WITH AN INTEGRATED 
ANALYSIS UPON THE SELECTION OF A THIRD OF THE 

OPTIONS 
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MAINTAINING A PLURALITY OF SEPARATE VERSIONS OF AN 

ANALYSIS IN A DATABASE 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FOR AN ADDITIONAL VERSION OF 
THE ANALYSIS UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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GENERATING THE ADDITIONAL VERSION OF THE ANALYSIS 
IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 



ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF PARAMETERS OF THE 
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